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MISS0ULA--
Raising a garden while going to college and living in an apartment or 
dormitory is not easy, but because of University of Montana senior Michael 
Copeland, it can be done by UM students. As organizer of the Associated Students 
of UM Garden Committee, Copeland developed a community garden on University 
property adjacent to the UM Golf Course and helped raise the $18,000 needed 
for a well, pump and irrigation equipment.
The two-acre garden is divided into 190 plots, which students can rent for 
the season for $15. The plots, measuring 18 by 21 feet, are large enough to 
accommodate all the garden produce an average single student would want. 
Additional plots are available for families.
The cost of the plots goes toward maintaining the garden, rototilling, and 
purchasing additional irrigation equipment. Students are responsible for their 
own mulching and fertilizing and may use only organic materials so high soil 
quality will be preserved.
The UM garden project is a demonstration of cooperation, both between
individual gardeners and between students and the University. Sharing in the
responsibilities and benefits of a community garden helps bring people together
for a common cause, it encourages exchange of ideas and techniques as well as
produce, and it demonstrates that a little more self-sufficiency is always
within the reach of those who are willing to work for it.
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Copeland, an economics major, has been involved in student government at 
the University of Montana as business manager and legislator. He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. L.G. Browning of Crossett, Ark.
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